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£0 THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Dear Sir—At arecent interview and conversation 
with Thomas Hertell Esq., relative to the alarm- 
ing prevalence of the inordinate use of intexicating 
liquors in our country, he put into my hands a copy 
of a letter, contaiaing some thoughts on that subject, 
written in compliance with the request of the 
“ Guardian Society of Pennsylvania ;” to whom it 
is addressed. After perusing it, I solicited and ob- 
tained permission to publish it in your useful paper ; 
believing its contents would appear to you, as they 
have to me, expressive of sentiments worthy the 
serious attention of the public, and grateful to every 
philanthropic mind.—By giving it a place in the 
columns of the Gospel Herald, you will much 
oblige a Friend and Subscriber, 

J. H. 

A copy (with some addition) of a letter from 
Thomas Hertel] to Doctor Ezra Michener, corres- 
ponding Secretary of the Guardian Society for the 
suppression of intemperance, of Chester County 
Pengsylvania. 

LETTER. 
RESPECTED FRIEND: 

Your favour under date of the 9th M. 24th, was 
received on the 24th ultimo, at my farm at Rye, 
when I was so much engaged in making prepara- 
tions to return with my family to New-York for the 
winter season, that I was under the necessity of de- 
laying the answer till this time. 

It is, perhaps, superfluous to say, that it is very 
srateful to my feelings to find that my “Expose of} 
the causes of intemperate drinking,” &c. is so high- 
ly estimated, as your letter informs me it is, by the 
“Guardian Society.” I wrote that Treatise with a 
hope it might be useful. An approving conscience 
was my reward. But when I find my motives justly 
appreciated by reflecting men, and that my efforts 
to benefit my fellow-beings have not altogether 
failed, it would be unnatural not to be pleased, and 
ungrateful to withhold my thanks from those who 
take an interest in promoting the utility of my little 
Book. The “Guardian Society,” by recommending 
it to the “ Tract Association” of Philadelphia for 
publication and distribution, merit, and I hope will 
accept, a tender of my sincere acknowledgments. 

You say, that,“ The Guardian Society’ would be 
glad to receive any hints promotive of their arduous 
undertaking, which my experience may suggest.” 
Among other matter intended to be incorporated 
with the “Expose,” should my avocations afford me 
an opportunity of preparing it for a second edition, 
I find in substance the following :— 





I have often reflected, that if other Religious So- 


cieties would follow the example of the Friends, in 
regard to the use of intoxicating drink, a very de- 
sirable and evident improvement in the morals and 
condition of our fellow men, could not long fail to 
be the consequence.* With all the honest and be- 
nevolent intentions of other societies to do good, 
and their arduous and unremitted exertions to im- 
prove the morals, and ameliorate the condition of 
the heathen nations, by propagating among them a 
knowledge of the Christian religion, they seem not 
sufficiently to bave scaned the causes which occa- 
sion the demoralization of their owr people, and 
which have hitherto contributed to the failure of 
their wel] meant endeavours to better essentially 
the condition of the Indian tiibes. How much 
would it facilitate the consummation of their righ- 
teous views, if, while engaged in persuading the 
“untutored Indian” to embrace the Christian faith, 
they would exhibit their own country as an instance 
where that doctrine had influenced to habits of so- 
briety the nations professing it! Is it not natural 
that a sober reflecting people, should be cautious 





*It is a truth too generally known to require 
orm here, that there is among the Society of 
“riends, vastly less intemperate drinking, and hence 
less, and indeed very little, of that depravity which 
is the constant concomitant of that vice, than there 
is among any other class of our citizens. That fact 
must be the effect of some cause. Is it that their re- 
ligious tenets are better than those of the rest of the 
community ? That will not be insisted on. Is it that 
they live more in accordance to their religious pro- 
fessions than others do? Is it owing to their Church 
discipline, which interdicts theic dealing in spirit- 
uous liquors as an article of trade and commerce ? 
Is it because they use it less than others do, asa 
daily drink, or table beverage ? Is it that they more 
seldom tender it in token of good will, or drink it 
because so offered ? Is it that their peculiar customs 
and habits by occasioning few or no convivial asso- 
ciations, afford less inducements to the practice of 
drinking spirituous liquors, as the means of man- 
ifesting joy for great events, or their respect and 
approbation of great and virtuous men, or their me- 
ritorious actions? I will venture to say, that some 
of these questions must be answered in the affirma- 
tive; and the fact that a class of people living in the 
midst of a cominunity remarkable for intemperate 
drinking, are, by avoiding the habits and customs of 
the nation generally as regards the use of ardent 
drink, distinguished for their sobriety, and exempt- 
ed, in a great measure, from the bodily infirmities, 
and mental depravity, which result from intemper- 
ate drinking, not only marks the cause, and points 
to the remedy of that vice, but clearly indicates the 
meusure of moral improvement, and the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the nation, should they fol- 
low the example of the Society of Friends, in 
relation to the use of intoxicating liquor. 
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how they listen to a proposition to change their re- 
ligious creed, when made by missionaries from a 
nation, than which few or none are more addicted 
to excessive drinking or more abased by its kindred 
crimes? Should such an overture be made to the 
Ricarras tribe of Indians,* what, but their ignorance, 
would prevent their making something in substance 
like the following answer ?— 

“The history of nations and our own observation 
teach us, that the influence of example is paramount 
to that of precept alone, and that man is governed 
by the mauners, habits, customs, fashions and ex- 
amples of the nation to which he belongs, and in 
which he is educated, more than by the particular 
religious creeds they may happen to be tanght, or 
profess. In your country we have an example to 
prove the above position to be true; for while your 
people profess to believe that “the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared, 
teaching them,” among othe: things, “to live soberly 
in this present world,” we cannot perceive that this 
wholesome admonition has yet prevailed on your 
people to abandon those customs, which constitute 
the source of those intemperate habits which have 
subjected your country to much and merited te- 
proach. 

“The adage is old, but not the worse for wear, 
that ‘evil examples corrupt good manners ;’ and it 
is with nations as with individuals, that the assimi- 
lation of habits, customs and conduct, is usually the 
consequence of frequent intercourse and intimate 
association. If our people become familiarized with 
your’s, what assurance have we, that we shal! not 
adopt the customs, and acquire the habits of your 
nation? The examples of those tribes with which 
your people have had much intercourse, forbid a 
doubt on this subject. The introduction of ardent 
drink, the habitual use of it, and the conseque:it in- 
temperance and all its associate crimes and wretch- 
eduess, to which the miserable relics of those tribes 
are now subject, point to the melancholy and cer- 
tain consequences of an intimacy with a people dis- 
tinguished among civilized nations for habitual and 
excessive drinking. What benefit, then, can we 
hope to detive from associating with your people, as 
an equivalent for the loss of our habits of sobriety ? 
Are the crimes committed by them less in number 
and enormity, than those of our nation? Let your 
Courts of justice, Jails, Work-houses and State 
Prisons answer! Are misery and wretchedness less 
prevalent among your’s than our people ? Your nu- 





* Captains Lewis and Clark, in their book of tra- 
vels to the source of the Missouri, state, that “on 
our side we were equally gratified at discovering 
that these Ricarras made no use of spirituous liquors 
of any kind. Supposing that it was as agreeable to 
them as to the other Indians, we had at first offered 
thei whiskey, but they refused it, with this sensible 
remark, that they were surprised that their Father 
should present them a liquor which would make 
them fools!” Perhaps they bad heard that it was 
once the policy of the white people, to give the In- 
dians rum, and learn them to drink it, that they might 
fall a wore easy prey to the cupidity of their white 
neighbours. 
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merous alins-houses, hospitals and charitable ano 
ciations, though they speak volumes, tell but a part 
of the truth on this subject. Are those tribes who 
have been in close connexion with the white people, 
heard thei moral and religious instruction, and 
adopted their customs, more virtuous than we, who 
have neither heard their counsel, nor been depraved 
by the habitual use of ardent drink? Are they not 
demoralized by intemperance to a degree even be- 
yond ‘hat of the people, by the adoption of whese 
customs it has been occasioned ? The Oneida Na- 
tion has been more intimately associated with the 
white people, and heard more of their moral and re- 
ligious instruction, perhaps, than any other tribe ; 
yet they are depraved and miserable to that extreme, 
that other tribes refuse to associate with them, least 
they should also become equally degraded.t Why 
do these melancholy facts exist? It is not that you 
have been lacking in good will, or zealous exertions 
for their improvement. It is not that your religious 
doctrine or moral precepts are not good. It is, that 
by associating with your people, they adopt their 
customs, and acquire their wawits, and the con- 
sequent intemperance counteracts all your religious 
and moral instruction, and makes them a worse ra- 
ther than a better people than you found them. Si- 
milar effects of the same customs constitute the bane 
of your people, who, notwithstanding all their su- 
perior advantages of education, are sinking under 
the accumulating misery of increasing intemper- 
ance. Other vices in general, destroy respectively 
only their opposite virtues; but intemperate drink- 
ing, like an overwhelming torrent, sweeps the whole 
away, and precipitates iis vietims to the lowest grade 
of animal existence. How, then, can their condi- 
tion be said to be improved, whose bodily health is 
prostrated, and whose mental faculties are impaned 
by the countervailing and demoralizing influence of 
customs introduced simultaneously with moral and 
religious instruction ! 

“For what sum in money, would a sober man 
consent to become a vagabond? For what price 
would he voluntarily part with all, or any portion of 
his intellectual faculties? For what proffered ad- 
vantage would he consent to become a maniac, or 
subject to fits of periodical mental derangement ? 
And what better are they than Heathen, who, pro- 
fessing whatever religion they may, offer the sacri- 
fice of both soul and body to the polluted and potlu- 
ting shrine of Bacchus? Where then would be our 
profit, should we change ; or our prudence, should 
we even put at hazard, our habits of sobriety, for 
any religious creeds whatever? Turn again, and 
contemplate the miserable condition of the northern 
and western Tribes. If your kind and benevolent 
admonitions failed to keep them sober, while they 
were so, how can you expect to prevail on them, 
when habitually intemperate, to leave off drinking, 
while the adverse example of those with whom they 





tA proposition to unite the Oneida with the San- 
dusky tribe, was refused by the latter, on the ground 
that their habits would suffer increased pollution by 
associating with those so much more debased than 
themselves. 
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associate is constantly before their eyes? If the in- 
fluence of your religion has not been sufficient to 
save the nations professing it, from the demorali- 
zation and misery of intemperate drinking,—if the 
numbers who practise that vice, ad those who make 
a profit, maintain and enric! themselves by admin- 
istering to its existence and increase, are among a 
civilized, enlightened and Christian people, so great 
and influential as to prevent or counteract any effort 
to abolish the customs which cause it, and subject to 
censure or ridicule any who dare attempt it, how 
can it be presumed that the ignorant illiterate hea- 
then can be saved from the adoption of those cus- 
toms, and suffering their never-failing consequen- 
ces? How can it be expected, that, by embracing 
the Christian faith, Religion would do more to pre- 
serve our habits of sobriety, than it has done to pre- 
serve or reclaim those of your nation? Behold, then, 
the deplorable alternative presented us! We are 
Lost, you say, should we continue in the unbelief 
of your religion: and we say, should we attempt to 
save ourselves by embracing Christianity, that re- 
ligion will as certainly, as it does justly, condemn us 
and all others, who become debased by intemperate 
drinking, or who tolerate and follow the customs and 
fashions which occasion that vice, and all its conse- 
quent immorality, crime and misery. Go, then, 
first cast out those customs which cause intemperate 
drinking, which is the beam in thy nation’s eye, then 
shalt thou see clearly to pull the mote of unbelief in 
thy religious creed, out of our eye; without enden- 
gering or destroying the main-guard against moral 
depravity,—our habits of sobriety, without which, 
the hope to ameliorate our condition is fallacious, 
and the attempt to effect it, at best, but useless.’” 

I wish not to discourage attempts to ameliorate 
the condition of our species, and am averse to fret 
the feelings of the pious or humane ; on the contra- 
ry, these remarks are intended to facilitate their 
purpose by exposing, with a view to its removal, one 
of the principal causes by which we have hitherto 
failed, and always will while it exists, frustrate our 
best intentions, and render abortive our most zealous 
exertions to make the condition of any sober people, 
in point of meral and intellectual improvement, bet- 
ter than that in which we find them. I feel persua- 
ded, that it only requires the attention of pious and 
reflecting men to be drawn to the subject, to see and 
acknowledge the incongruity of depreeating intem- 
perate drinking, without condemning the causes by 
which it is occasioned, and setting examples, without 
which those causes never can be obviated. When 
such shall be the case, our atten:ion wil! not so 
often as now be turned from contemplating the be- 
nevolent work of human improvement, to deplore 
the increasing misery of progressing intemperance, 
and to deprecate the causes which give it life and 
sustain its existence. 

I have heard it often said, that it is impossible to 
prevail on people to forbear the daily and habitual 
use of ardent drink. If this be true, it is to little 
purpose that we tell the excellence of our moral pre- 
cepts, or boast the influence of religious admonition. 
True, the prospect of success is not enchanting ; 
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yet the importance of the object will justify re- 
peated efforts to attain it. The total failure of the 
attempt is by no means certain, because the trial |,as 
not been made to an extent sufficient to ascertain 
its inutility. This truth however cannot long be 
questioned, to say nothing of the heathen nations, 
the hope to improve the morals of our own will fly 
before us, while the daily and habitual use of ar- 
dent drink progresses unrestrained. Ia fine, nothing 
can be more illogical or adverse to existing factss 
than to allege that religious precepls, without cus- 
toms, habits and examples corresponding, can im- 
prove the morality or better the condition of any 
people. 

The Guardian Society are at liberty to make such 
use of the foregoing remarks, as they may deem 
necessary to aid the accomplishment of their hon- 
ourable and arduous undertaking; and that they 
may succeed to the utmost limit of their philanthro- 
pic views, is the sincere hope of, 

their’s respectfully, 
_ THOMAS HERTELL. 

-Vew-York, Nov, 1821. 

——— 
EXCOMMUNICATION 
OF DEACON HEART. 
(Concluded from p. 93.) 

«1 few observations on sundry passages in Dr. 
Edwards's examination of Dr. Chauncy. 

In a Letter to a Friend. 

The necessity of punishing capital crimes with 
the death of the criminal, in human governments, so 
often referred to as an illustration of the positive iil- 
desert of sin, and which Dr. Edwards repeatedly in- 
sists upon, if thoroughly attended to will appear to 
be no ways inconsistent with the foregoing senti- 
ments. Human government is founded in the weak- 
ness and wickedness of mankind. Regal palaces, 
and Federal halls, “are built on the ruins of the 
Bowers of Paradise.” Were mankind universally 
and invariably governed by the immutable law of 
reason, had they no disposition to transgress the 
rules of moral virtue, the coercion of civil law would 
be altogether needless. Human government, as it 
is framed and exercised by men, who are subject to 
the same imperfections, and influenced by the same 
vicious principles and motives as the residue of 
mankind, is, in itself, an evil; though necessary to 
be endured, in order to avoid the still greater evil 
which, in this imperfect and depraved state of the 
world, would unavoidably attend a state of lawless 
anarchy. It respects only the present momentary 
state, which bears not the least proportion to an 
endless duration. 

The best constructed human governments, are li- 
able to be unhinged, and overturned, by the daring 
attempts of bold usurpers; and regal power relin- 
quished to some vile pretender. And, notwithstand- 
ing every precaution to prevent it, the attempts 
made by the subjects to injure one another in their 
civil interests, may prove successful. So that the 
security of the constitution, anc the safety of the 
lives and properties of the subjects, may render it 
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pecessary to exterminate such dangerous members, 
who are a pest to society, by putting an end to their 
temporal existence. But none of these things will, 
by any means, apply to that perfect government the 
Deity exercises over the moral system. 

The infinite wisdom, power and goodness of the 
great Legislator, has framed and established such a 
plan of government, that the united exertions of all 
his disaffected subjects can never alter. So ihat 
there can be no danger of a revolution. Neither is 
there any danger of his loyal subjects being, on the 
whole, injured by any attempts made by their most 
malicious enemies. The infinite, and incompre- 
hensible, wisdom and goodness of God, has so con- 
certed his plan of government, that the most malig- 
nant exertions of his enemies, all subserve the best 
and most salutary purposes. If Joseph's brethren 
hate him, and sell hin into Egypt, to prevent his 
dreams coming to pass, and their bowing to him, it 
shall be the very means God makes use of to accom- 
plish those very dreams, in Joseph’s advancement 
to the highest seat of honour in the Egyptian court; 
and their bowing down to him, with their faces to 
the earth. If Pilate and the Jews, with wicked 
hands, crucify the Son of God, it is the very means 
of accomplishing his benevolent purposes respect- 
ing a world of sinners; and shedding that blood, 
through the efficacy of which alone, themselves can 
obtain pardon. If moral and natural evil take place, 
and prevail to an awful degree, in the moral system, 
it is the means, by which God will make a more 
ample display of all the essential perfections of his 
nature, to the view of intelligent creatures, by caus- 
ing it all to terminate in a greater degree of general 
and universal good, than could possibly have been 
otherwise procured. So that, in regard tothe divine 
government, there is no evil. Nothing exists, but 
what, all things considered, is for the best. 

But in regard to human governments, which look 
no farther than the narrow bounds of this transitory 
state, there are teal positive evils; which it is im- 
possible, in the nature of things, for frail mortals 
ever to prevent, or remedy. From hence arises the 
necessity of executing criminals, for the security of 
the rights of government, and the safety of the sub- 
jects. And when they have done all in their power, 
neither the rights of government, nor the safety of 
the subjects, are so secured but that both are, and 
Mest constantly be exposed. 

But after all, there is no resemblance between the 
execution of a criminal, in human governments, and 
the interminable punishment of a sinner; unless 
among those barbarous nations, who, destitute even 
of humanity itself, will prolong the lives of crimi- 
nals in exquisite torture. If there are any so des- 
titute of benevolence, as not to feel in their hearts a 
sincere desire for the final salvation of the most no- 
torious criminal that was ever executed for treason, 
or murder, they are themselves to be pitied, as being 
destitute of that sublime principle of charity, with- 
out which it is impossible for them ever to be happy, 
under the government, and in the enjoyment of that 
Supreme Being, who is emphatically love itself. 
The instance is not supposable, where it would not 
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be our duty to wish such criminals might become 
virtuous and happy. 

We may, and ought to, acquiesce in that suffer- 
ing which is a necessary mean of happiness: but as 
ultimate interminable misery, excludes every idea 
of its being any mean of happiness to the sufferers 
themselves, so it is impossible to conceive how it 
should be a means of happiness to the virtuous and 
benevolent part of the system; unless we suppose, 
what is impossible in the nature of things, that be- 
nevolence will cease to pity the wretched, and com- 
passion be converted into cruelty. 

If it is our duty to “love our enemies, and do 
good to them which hate, and despitefully use us,” 
even though they may be able, in some sense, to 
injure us, can we possibly conceive that God, whose 
very essence is love, and who is so infinitely above 
all, that it is impossible for him to receive any in- 
jury from his enemies, who can be no other than 
his own offspring, and whose opposition to him, he 
causes to subserve his own most wise and benevo- 
lent purposes,—I say, can we possibly conceive that 
God should hate these creatures, and exert his 
almighty power to make them ultimately mis- 
erable ? 

Moral evil is the disorder of the mind; and is as 
truly a disease as the Consumption, or the Plague, 
Neither is the patient to be hated, because the dis- 
ease is nauseous. But, as the disorder of the mind is 
more loathsome and dangerous, than any disorder 
of the body, it renders the subject so much the 
more an object of pity. And although, in the one 
case, the patient deserves punishment, and in the 
other case needs physic, the skilful and benevolent 
physician will administer both, wth a design to 
purge the patient and restore his health. 

As some serious persons are alarmed at this doc- 
trine, imagining the motives to virtue weakened, 
and vice encouraged thereby, I will just observe, in 
borrowed terms, that * To behold the plan of the 
Deity, as more consistent with his nature, and at- 
tributes, and more merciful to his creature, can 
never be an incentive to vice. Fear is, indeed, one 
powerful restraint on imperfect beings, but it must 
be a rational fear, and not such as has given rise to 
infidelity in thousands, or which, if cherished, leads 
to despair. Besides, let me ask, Have the terrors 
of the Lord, when represented in all the horrors of 
never-ending misery, been sufficient to deter many 
from offending, who have been familiar with the 
idea from their infancy? Universal observation 
shews the contrary. Our Saviour draws us by the 
cords of love. But if there is a wretch so base, as 
to sin because grace has abounded, and with daunt- 
less effrontery ventures to challenge the power and 
justice of his Maker, let him learn, that in propor- 
tion to his guilt and depravity, will be his punish- 
ment, both in degree and duration. But let the 
honour of the wise and merciful Creator be vindi- 
cated, and mankind be taught to consider him as 
altogether amiable; whose severities are as much 
the effect of his goodness, as his rewards. Thus 








* See the anonymous translauon of Petitpierre 
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shall his love, and his fear arise together in our 

hearts; thus will he be known and honoured, and 

« wisdom be justified of all her children.’ ” 

As I have no design to undervalue Dr. Edwards, 
or to detract from the merit of his performance, I 
have endeavoured, in the foregoing observations, 
{although | have sometimes expressed my ideas in 
terms which you may perhaps think too confident 
and pertinacious,) to keep within the bounds of “ « 
cool discussion,” and candid investigation. If the 
Dr’s. system does, in reality, involve in it inconsist- 
ency and contradiction, not all his learning and 
sagacity can possibly reconcile them. If it does 
not, I am mistaken. My design was only to remark 
upon a few passages in bis Book ; for I have neither 
leisure nor ability to follow him through such a 
Jabyrinth of artful windings, as he has taken. 

If the few observations I have made, have any 
propriety in them, I think they will afford a clue, 
by which, all the Dr’s. specious arguments to prove 
the doctrine of endless punishment, may be inva- 
Jidated. Whether they have, or not, I freely submit 
to your candour and good sense ; assuring you that 
Jam, dear Sir, most affectionately yours 

SAMUEL HEART. 
<i 
From the ( Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
CIRCULAR OF THE CONVENTION IN 
1824. 

To the Ministers of the Gospel which God preach- 
edto Abraham, saying, “In thee shall all nations 
be blessed ; to the faithful in Christ Jesus, who 
believe in “the restitution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began ;” and to the ran- 
somed of the Lord, whithersoever scattered 
abroad, to whom this epistle may come, the Gen- 
eral Convention of Universalists sendeth Greet- 
ing : 

Dearty BeLoven, 

Pursuant to a custom coeval with the establish- 
ment of the General Convention, we address you 
from the fulness of our hearts, that you amay be par- 
takers of our joy. “ By the good will of Him who 
dwelt in the bush,” we have been favoured with an- 
other annual meeting, and it was truly “a time of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” From 
the commencement of the body, there has, probably, 
never been a more cordial and profitable season ex- 
perienced. “ The angel of the Lord came upon us, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about us.” 
The meeting was well attended, and the brethren 
appeared to be “of one mind and of one spirit,” and 
determined, by the grace of God, to “ strive together 
for the faith of the gospel.” No. ot of bitterness 
Sprang up among us, to choke the good seed of the 
kingdom. No inchation is felt to exaggerate in 
descriting the harmony and happiness of the occa- 
sion, and that we do not, will appear from the min- 
utes, which are a brief and faithful detail of the tran- 
sactions of the meeting. Investigation and discus- 
sion were unavoidable in some parts of the business ; 
but during the whole session, there was not, it is 
believed, a sentiment expressed, wor a sentence ut- 


tered, but with the purest motives, and in a temper 
compatible with the spirit of the gospel. The letters 
sent frown different Societies, and the accounts given 
of others by brethren in the ministry, who have la. 
boured with them in word and doctrine, were en- 
couraging to the lovers of “the truth as it is in Je- 
sus.” Notwithstanding the various causes which ob- 
struct the free course of the real gospel, it unques- 
tionably progresses in a degree hitherto unparal- 
leled. New Societies are formed, and houses for 
public worship are erected, or are erecting in almost 
every direction. The odium which superstition has, 
for ages, attached to a profession of faith in “the 
common salvation,” is rapidly dissipating under the 
renovating influence of “the Sun of righteousness,” 
who has risen, and is still rising upon thousands, 
“with healing in his wings.” Preachers of splendid 
acquirements, who have heretofore zealously la- 
boured to disseminate the traditions of men, and 
young men of promising talents and virtues, are 
constantly entering the ministry of Universal recon- 
ciliation. Our Master seems to be rapidly hastening 
the time, when “alittle one shall become a thou- 
sand, and a small one a strong nation.” The diffi- 
culties which, for a long time, partially suspended, 
or embittered the intercourse of some brethren, are, 
by the grace of God, amicably, and, it is believed, 
effectually adjusted; and a spirit of union and 
peace pervades, in a good measure, the whole order. 
These difficulties, though a subject of much regret 
at the time, will undoubtedly eventuate in the con- 
solidation and permanency of the general con- 
nexion. They were probably designed by our hea- 
venly Father, as a course of salutary discipline. 
They formed under his superintending hand, a 
necessary and useful trial of our faith. The term- 
ination of them in a cordial and firm fellowship, 
will show to ourselves and to the world, that the 
dotrine in which we believe possesses sufficient virtue 
and power to overcome all difficulties; to remove 
every stumbling block out of the way of brethen; 
and ultimately to diffuse a spirit of perfect pacifica- 
tion through the whole family of man. Let us all 
seize the golden opportunity, and if we “have aught 
against a brother,” exhibit this bright trait in the 
practical character of our religion. Let the world 
see that a hope in the forgiveness of sins, begets in 
our hearts a forgiving disposition, It was with a 
view to accelerate a just and satisfactory settlement 
of any difference which may hereafter occur, that 
the resolve inserted in the ininutes, was unanimous- 
ly passed. 

The course heretofore pursued by the Conven- 
tion, has in the increase and extent of the connex- 
ion, become burdensome, and therefore untenable. 
The members have spread over a vast extent of 
country. In this imperfect state, “offences must 
needs come,” and to carry them before the Conven- 
tion, the annual sessions of which are, at mes, ex- 
tremely distant from each other, subjects the parties 
to great and needless inconvenience and expense. 
It is aiso believed that a variety of circumstances 
render the Convention a less competent tribunal, 





than a select Council. Many of the members which 
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compose it, necessarily live remote from the scene 
of difficulty, are unacquainted with the nature of it, 
its origin, progress, and nameless ci:cumstantial 
facts, a knowledge of which is essential to an equi- 
table decision; but of which they have no means of 
obtaining satisfactory information. A Council, se- 
lected from among intelligent and candid brethren, 
who live at a convenient distance, can easily go to 
the very theatre of contention, make deliberate and 
close inquisition into all its circumstances, probe 
the wounds deeply, and thus obtaining a critical 
knowledge of its nature, and all its bearings, will be 
more likely to prescribe and apply a healing and 
effectual remedy. ‘There are many other consider- 
ations which might be urged in vindication of this 
measure, but it is unnecessary. The nature of the 
case will suggest its propriety, and ensure, we are 
confident, the approbation of every brother. But it 
is hoped that we shall all connect with this appro- 
bation, a fixed purpose of heart, to learn wisdom 
from the things we have suffered, and in future, to 
keep to the utmost of our powers, “the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.” This is a subject on 
which we cannot too frequently, or too zealously 
stir up the minds of each other. To this, let the 
brethren in the ministry, and particularly those who 
have just entered the vineyard, take early and per- 
petual heed. It constitutes the very marrow and 
fatness of ministerial usefulness. Eloquence is no- 
thing, talents are nothing, and boasted virtues are 
nothing, if dissociated from that “charity which 
thinketh no evil, speaketh no evil, beareth all things, 
and which never faileth.” “By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another.” The future prosperity of the cause in 
which we are engaged requires only a general con- 
centration of efforts. Let all “who have named the 
name of Christ strive together for the faith of the 
gospel,” and we may fear no evil, for no weapon 
formed against us can prosper. 

Before closing this circular, it is thought expe- 
dient to suggest to our brethren, the importance of 
an increased attention to the annual meetings of the 
Convention. At every session, some Societies are 
not represented by a delegate, nor by any direct com- 
munication. We of course cannot have so perfect 
a knowledge of the general connexion as is desira- 
ble, or as the interests of the body require. Would 
it not tend, in various ways, to advance the common 
interest, should each Society in the connexion, not 
represented by a messenger, uniformly send a letter 
to the Convention, stating the numbers of members, 
how many have joined or left, during the previous 
year, how much preaching it has had, what numbers 
usually attend public worship, and a plain account 
of its general condition and prospects? And may 
not the Clerks of the respective Associations afford 
much aid to the general cause, by forwarding to the 
Convention in writing, as detailed a report of the 
Societies in fellowship, the number of members be- 
longing to each respectively, &c. as convenience 
may permit? These suggestions, the brethren will 
duly consider, and regulate their proceedings agree- 





Let us constantly bear in mind that one great 
motive in all our united efforts, is the promotion of 
practical sobriety, righteousness and godliness in the 
world. A principal design in all our labours at 
present, is to convince mankind that this is, in fact, 
the natural tendency of the faith which we cherish 
and disseminate. The great battle with respect to 
doctrine has already been fought; the victory js 
won: “ We are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us.” The field is ours; and we have now 
little to do except to remove the rubbish ; to cul- 
tivate the soil, and to render it fruitful in every good 
word and work. But refined speculations, learned 
criticisms, and levelling arguments will not of them- 
selves, accomplish the object. Without the en- 
riching influence of practical goodness, they are as 
“ sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.” A peace- 
able and holy life is the only sound logic in this case. 
This will exert an irresistible power over gainsayers, 
It will effectually pvt to silence, the tongue of fool- 
ish men. Let the pure light of universal grace shine 
in all our lives, and opposition to the moral tenden- 
cy of our faith must cease, wherever it is known. 
This is evident from facts within our observation. 
In all cases, the most is said against this faith, where 
the least is known of it; and where people general- 
ly, have had the best opportunity to become ac- 
quainted with its principles, and their influence 
upon society, there is the least opposition to it, as 
being dangerous and immoral in its tendency. In- 
deed, where people have barely heard of this hea- 
venly doctrine, but are entirely ignorant of its char- 
acter, the lip of detraction knows no bounds; but 
as the mind becomes acquainted with it, the viru- 
lency of opposition ceases; and where it is tho- 
roughly understood, the noisy tongue of siander it- 
self, dares only whisper its unfriendly insinuations. 
This plain fact speaks volumes in favour of our ge- 
neral system of faith. And now, dear brethren, may 
we all prove ourselves expert in multiplying this 
sort of evidence, and without the least division, “add 
to our faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge ; and 
to knowledge temperance ; and to ter»perance pa- 
tience ; and to patience godliness ; and to godliness 
brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kindness char- 
ity. For if these things be in you and abound, they 
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor un- 
fruitful in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

By order, S: STREETER. 


—j>— 
CALVINISM UNMASKED. 


Or, Calvinistic principles of Justice, as attributed 
to God, for the foundation of His Covenant 
with Christ, relative to the Atonement for sin, 
and man’s redemption from it, examined, and 
proved to be Unjust. 

(Concluded from p. 90.) 

Agreeably to our arrangement, we will now con- 
clude this inquiry, by a brief exposition of several 
passages which are supposed to countenance the 
doctrine of a vicarious* sacrifice. The intelligent 








ably to their convictions of propriety. ' 


* As the term “vicarious” is not properly understood by 
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reader will anticipate the conclusion, having a re- 
collection of the premises ; that is, the relation which 
exists between God the Father, and mankind his 
children, which is the foundation of all religion in 
man, and which, (the relation,) necessarily grows 
out of God’s perfections. Upon this foundation a 
superstructure is raised beautiful to the eye of rea- 
son, whose parts are all proportioned to the perfec- 
tions of the Almighty Architect, and exhibiting a 
“ building fitly framed together,” for the habitation 
of its Maker God. The Foundation is Jesus Christ, 
“the Head of every man ;"—the superstructure 
erecting will constitute, in its completion, every son 
«nd daughter of the “earthy man,” Adam ; and the 
fire of Truth, a Divine ordeal, prepare and purge 
all the parts before they are placed intothe Heaven- 
ly fabric. (1 Cor. iii. 11—15.) 

Isaiah liii. is the supposed strong hold of the advo- 
cates of a vicarious sacrifice. The second to the 
ninth verses, is a truly prophetic account of the con- 
sideration in which the Jews held Jesus Christ. 
They despised and rejected him. They would have 
it, that the righteous judgment of God inflicted up- 
on Christ, for his sins, all the sufferings which he 
endured from their malevolence and cruelty. But, 
says the prophet, “he was wounded for [on account 
of] our transgressions, [not his own,] bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed.” As if he 
had said, Instead of suffering for his own sins, we 
ignorantly put the just to death. He came to effect 
our peace or happiness; and to show the difference 
between his spirit and our’s, we chastised, and brui- 
sed him, to destroy him; while he only sought our 
good! Qur stripes were intended for his destruction, 
but such is his love, that he never afflicts but for the 
good of the afflicted. Astonishing contrast! Re- 
venge worthy of the Son of God! 

See the tenth and eleventh verses. “ Yet it plea- 
sed the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to 
grief.” That is, notwithstanding the malevolence of 
the Jews, God, for the good of mankind his chil- 
dren, was pleased to have his Son come and suffer ; 
because, (as the connexion states,) “ when thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin,t he shall see his 
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand.” A glorious 
reason is assigned. His seed is all mankind, the 
members of his body. The pleasure of the Lord, is 
is his purpose, “ to gather together in one all things 
in Christ.” (Ephes. i. 9, 10.) That is, to join, by a 
living union, all the dead members to a living Head! 
Truly salvation belongeth unto our God. “ Weep- 
ing may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
moruing. In his favour is life. In his presence is ful- 





some, as used by Calvinists, it is proper to state, that the 
term “ Vicar,” signifies a “ substitute.” ‘Therefore the term 
*‘ vicarious” signifies ‘“ deputed, delegated, acting in the 
place of another.” When the vicarious sacrifice of Christ 
is spoken of, it is signified that Christ suffered in the room 
and stead of the sinner, the just punishment due the sinner. 


t This mode of expression shows the futility of modern 
inions. _ —— suffer in the room and stead of sin? 
© was made an “ offering for sin;” i. e. on account of sin 
to “ make an end of sin.” . 





ness of joy; at his right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore.” 

The prophet continues, (verse 11,) “ He shall see 
of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.” 
The good to result to the members of bis body, every 
man, shall satisfy him for all his sufferings. “ By his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many ; 
for he shall bear their iniquities.” His knowledge 
shall justify many. (Not a few.) Not the pain he suf- 
fered ; this was a consequence of the undertaking ; 
not a cause of the justification of mankind. How 
many shall be justified? Ans. “ By one man’s dis- 
obedience many were made sinners.” (Rom, v. 19.) 
In the preceding verse, it is stated that all are by of- 
fence condemned. Many and all, therefore, in these 
passages, are used as synonymous terms. “ For he 
shall bear their iniquities.” A convertible mode of 
expression with Rom. v.19. “ By the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous.” Therefore, bear- 
ing iniquities, and obeying, signify the same. What 
is the obedience spoken of ? Ans. The Father sent 
the Son to save the world. From what? Ans. From 
sin. The Son obeyed the Father’s command, to 
come, and “to finish the transgression, and to make 
an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniqui- 
ty, and to bring in everlasting righteousness.” (Dan. 
ix.) By obeying this, many are made righteous, 
Their transgression is finished, their sins are ended, 
blotted out as a cloud, and remembered no more. 
Therefore, to bear iniquity, is to finish or to make 
an end of it, to blot it out, and remember it no more. 
See Matt. viii. 16, 17, where it is said of Christ, 
that he “bare sicknesses,” when he “ healed all that 
were sick.”” He bears iniquities, when he heals the 
sinner, and justifies him by his knowledge ; for it is 
ignorance of God’s character and purposes, which 
makes mankind mentally sick. 

We therefore find, that Isa. liii., properly under- 
stood, contains not a syllable in support of this mo- 
dern hypothesis; but is a complete confutation of 
this miserable error. 

We have already noticed Rom. vy. 19, and will 
only remark, that by disobeying, as Adam disobey- 
ed, mankind become sinners; and by obeying, 
through the knowledge of Christ, they become 
righteous. 

2 Cor. v.21. “He hath made him to be sin for us 
who knew no sin, that we might be made the 1igh- 
teousness of God in him.” This passage has occa- 
sioned, or rather the misconstructions of it, much 
speculation. s«sammond renders it, “ a sacrifice for 
sins.” Whitby, Doddridge, and Scarlet, render it 
sin-offering. This passage has no relation to a vi- 
carious sacrifice, for the reason found in the forego- 
ing remarks on Isa. liii. and which follow, ia our 
remarks on 

Rom. iv. 25. “ Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification.” Now the 
whole weight of the argument in favour of a vicari- 
ous sacrifice, drawn from the mode of expression 
used, goes to show, that, if Christ died in the room 
and stead of any thing, he diedin the stead of the 
sin, or the offente, and not in the room of the sin- 
ner, the offender. The advocates of a vicarious sa- 
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crifice have contended, that the word vmsg, rendered 
for, (in 2 Cor. v. 21.) signifies “in the room and 
stead of.” Will any man in his senses presume to 
say, that Christ was made a sinner in the room and 
stead of mankind, or any part thereof? Christ was 
delivered, according to the prophets Isaiah, and Da- 
vid, to deliver man from sin, to make an end of sins. 
It was on account of man’s offences that Christ was 
delivered. It was on account of sin, that Christ’s 
soul was made an Offering for sin, to destroy it from 
the universe. 

1 Peter ii. 14, “ Who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed.” An attentive perusal of 
this passage will show its proper signification, and 
remove all difficulty. Peter speaks of being dead 
to sins, and being healed. These are consequences, 
and convertible modes of expression. The cause is 
spoken of, when it is said, of Christ, that he bear 
our sins, &c. and by his stripes ye were healed. 
These also are convertible modes of expression. A 
reference to the connexion, however, will explain 
Peter’s whole intention even beyond a doubt. See 
verses 19 to end of the chapter. Peter introduces 
the sufferings of Christ, i. e. his patient endurance 
of them, as an example for mankind to follow. 
Those who follow Christ’s example are “now re- 
turned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls.” Those who act contrary to Christ’s exam- 
ple, “ go astray as sheep.” The healing spoken of, 
is the returning to the Shepherd, as sheep to the 
fold ; following the example of Christ, who was 
willing to suffer on account of others, for their good, 
and would not resort to revenge, &c. The stripes 
spoken of, are the stripes that are endured on ac- 
count of the unworthy. Christ, says Peter, “ when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, 
he threatened not.” He bear man’s sins, in a two- 
fold sense. First. The abuse and cruelty which 
sinners inflicted upon him. Second. He bea 
man’s sins away, removing the sinful disposition 
from man; which Peter endeavoured to do, by 
introducing the example of Christ, for his brethren 
to follow. 

The above is sufficient, we believe, to satisfy a 
candid mind. The Scriptures are consistent, and 
harmoniously illustrate and support the great lead- 
ing truths they contain; so that every passage 
having any relation to this subject, agree in the 
particulars we have examined. 

We now conclude our remarks, believing we 
have unmasked Calvinism, and exposed its detorm- 
ity sufficiently to enable the honest and patient 
inquirer after Truth, to escape from the thraldom of 
its abominably wicked and cruel principles. The 
religiously cowardly, who are slaves to the devil, 
and reverence the dogmas of superstition and 
priestcraft, more than the testimony of God, by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets, will probably con- 
demn without reading. Those who are “blinded by 
the god of this world,” a very goodly number, will, 
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those who receive them to the hatred and scorn of 
the fashionable religious world. But, to all sincerely 
disposed people, who desire to obtain unadulterated 
truth, and when obtained to prize it more thas 
silver and gold, we say, Exaiiigie for yourselves, 
Let the Scriptures be your authority, the reason 
which God has given you, your guide, and never 
deliberate a moment about consequences, when you 
discover an error in your preconceived opinions, or 
in the doctrine or creed of vour spiritual instructors, 
but discard it, receive the truth, and cherish it te 
the rejection of human systems, creeds and confes- 
sions. Remember, always, that “The fear of man 
bringeth a snare ;” and that God is abundantly able 
and willing to defend and support all who put their 
trust in Him. 














—~—>—- 
State of Religion in New-Hampshire. 

The General Association of Congreyational Min- 
isters in New-Hampshire, in their Narrative of the 
State of Religion, observe : 

“ Never before, at an annual meeting of this body, 
has there been furnished so little evidence of a 
flourishing and prosperous state of religion in our 
churches. The additions to the churches have been 
much less numerous than in former years. In some 
there has not been a single addition; and in some 
not a single instance known of earnest inquiry. 
‘ What must we do?” Phil. Ref. 

—>—- 
HINDOO COLLEGE. 

It appears from an article in the Boston Recorder, 
that the Hindoos in Calcutta are about to erect a 
College for educating students in Braminical The- 
ology, and the advancement of the Hindoo religion. 
Ata meeting held on the subject, many of the indi- 
viduals present gave 100 and 200 dollars each, 
besides obligating themselves for future payments. 

Ibid. 
—_— 
BUSINESS DULL. 

The Parson Elijah Wollage advertises in the 
Canandaigua (N. Y) papers, for business; he re- 
presents himself as a sound and orthodox minister of 
the gospel ; and that his case may not be overlooked, 
he publishes sundry certificates of his excellence as 
a preacher. “Any call,” says the Parson, “in the 
line of my business, will be very gratefully acknow- 
ledged.” 

We know not what may be the custom in that 
part of the country, but an appeal direct from « 
clergyman, would, with us, carry a very curious 
appearance with it. U. S. Gazette. 

——- 

I> For sale at this Office, “ Minmes of a Discussion on 
the Question ‘Is the punishment of the wicked absolutely 
eternal, &c. between Abner Kneeland, Pastor of the Firs: 
Universalist Church in Philadelphia, and W. L. M'Calla,« 
Presbyterian clergyman. Price $1, 50. 

— j— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject—1 Cor. xi. 26. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment of 
Gospel Truth,” will meet, for Discussion, on THURSDAY 
evening, next, at half-past six o'clock, at Tolerton’s Acad- 


», 63 Chrystie-street. 
“TP All pre or al are invited to attend. 
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in all probability, be disposed to reject all arguments 
and testimony which are unpopular, and subject 
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